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to have been yet applied to the making of money grants : in
other words, although for ecclesiastical business the proctors
of the diocesan clergy had been called into councils, there is
no proof that they had yet granted money. To this extent,
then, the method of local negotiation supplemented the grants
of money made by the central assemblies. It is at this date
that* the former method vanishes and the latter comes into
full play.

In 1282 Edward, being in need of money for the war in
Wales, dispatched John Kirkby, afterwards Treasurer of the
Exchequer and bishop of Ely, to negotiate separately with the
counties and boroughs for a subsidy. The envoy carried letters
of credence from the king dated at Chester in the month of
June. (No. I.)

The negotiation was favourable to the crown : John Kirkby
reported the willingness of the taxpayers to make a grant, and
collected considerable sums, for which the king issued letters
of thanks, dated at Denbigh in October. (No. II.) Between
these dates the whole military force of the kingdom had been
called together at Rhuddlan for the 2nd of August.

It was now, however, clear that the sums raised by this
negotiation would not be sufficient to satisfy the royal necessi-
ties, and that a general grant must be asked for. But it would
be extremely inconvenient either for the king and baronage to
move from Wales to hold a parliament, or for the representa-
tives of the counties and boroughs or the clergy to be sum-
moned to Rhuddlan. Accordingly writs were issued on the
24th of November to the sheriffs and to the two archbishops,
directing them to collect in two provincial assemblies at North-
ampton and York the representatives of the two estates.
These assemblies were to be held on the 2oth of January,
1283 ; the sheriffs were to summon four knights of each shire,
and two representatives of each city, borough, and market
town ; and with them all freeholders capable of bearing arms
and holding more than a knight's fee. (No. III.)